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PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT AWARDED  

$1.5M PRESCHOOL GRANT 

Press Release 

 

The Pittsgrove Township School District has been approved for an initial award of $1,500,686 in 

Preschool Education Expansion Aid (PEEA) for the 2017-2018 school year.  This funding is 

through the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) Division of Early Childhood and 

Family Engagement. 

 

On August 1, 2017, school districts throughout the State were notified by the NJDOE of a 

funding opportunity in PEEA.  According to the NJDOE, the purpose of the funding is to: 

 

increase access to high-quality preschool for three- and four-year-old children in the 

2017-18 school year.  Preschool Education Expansion Aid (PEEA) continues New 

Jersey’s commitment to establishing and sustaining high-quality preschool programs 

within high-need communities.  High-quality preschool programs for eligible children 

can be expanded or established through the use of a mixed delivery system that brings 

together districts, community providers and Head Start programs. 

 

Additional information on the PEEA can be found by visiting the NJDOE website at: 

http://www.nj.gov/education/ece/peea/.  

 

Because of the tremendous opportunity for the preschool children of both Pittsgrove Township 

and Elmer Borough, the administrative team and various stakeholders worked diligently to plan, 

establish partnerships, budget, and submit a quality application within an abbreviated turnaround 

time, to meet the August 21, 2017 submission deadline.  The PEEA application and supporting 

documentation were approved by the Pittsgrove Township Board of Education at its August 29, 

2017 meeting. 

 

On Friday, September 1, 2017, the Pittsgrove Township School District was notified by the 

NJDOE Division of Early Childhood and Family Engagement, that it was approved for an initial 

award of $1,500,686 in PEEA for the 2017-2018 school year.   

 

  

http://www.nj.gov/education/ece/peea/


 

Benefits of the Program: 

 The Pittsgrove Township School District presently offers a tuition-based, half-day 

preschool program to four-year-old children at Norma Elementary School.  The PEEA 

will enable the District to expand its offerings to include full-day preschool to three- and 

four-year-old children, free of charge.  This will allow Norma School to serve as a 

Preschool Center for early childhood education. 

 The District partnered with Head Start to recruit potential preschool age children, and 

provide Master Teacher services and professional development to the staff. 

 The District also partnered with local provider, Building Blocks Learning Center, to offer 

one mixed preschool classroom with three- and four-year-old children.   

 The District currently has a jointure with Grow NJ Kids, which offers a collaborative 

effort with the Departments of: Children and Families, Education, Health, and Human 

Services.  Grow NJ Kids provides the Norma Elementary School staff with supplemental, 

instructional materials and professional development/training. 

 Expanded curricular opportunities in preschool education. 

 Creation of additional positions, including: preschool teachers, instructional aides, 

Community and Parent Involvement Specialist (CPIS), supervisor, nurse, secretary, 

security, and other support. 

 

Program Implementation: 

 Because the PEEA is for the 2017-2018 school year, this program will begin on October 

10, 2017. 

 Information will be shared with parents/guardians and the community at the schools’ 

Open Houses and Back-to-School Nights. 

 Preschool registration information will be posted on the District’s website when it 

becomes available.  Parents/guardians of preschool children are encouraged to check the 

website for further information. 

 

The District is excited about this amazing opportunity for the Pittsgrove Township and Elmer 

communities.  The ability to offer tuition-free preschool education to all eligible children in 

Pittsgrove and Elmer will provide three- and four-year-old children with a wonderful foundation 

of educational and social supports.  We thank the parents/guardians, staff, administration, and 

community for your support of the PEEA during this transitional year of program 

implementation. 

 

 

 

 


